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hitherto the labourer has not had his fair
share of the produce of industry. The existing
system has sanctioned a complicated chicanery,
. by which one class has been enabled to live as mere
bloodsuckers and parasites upon the rest of society.
Property is the result of theft, instead of being, as
Economists used to assure us, the reward of thrift.
It is hoped that these evils may be remedied by a re-
construction of society, in which the means of pro-
duction shall all be public property, and every man's
income be simply a salary in proportion to the
quantity of his labour. If we, then, ask how far
competition would be abolished, we may first make
one remark. Such a system, like every other system,
requires, for its successful working, that the instincts
and moral impulses should correspond to the de-
mands of the society. Absolute equality of property
is just as compatible with universal misery as with
universal prosperity. A population made up of
thoroughly lazy, sensual, stupid individuals could, if
it chose, work such a machinery so as to suppress all
who were industrious, refined and intelligent. How-
ever great may be the revenue of a nation, it is a very
simple problem of arithmetic to discover how many
people could be supported just above the starvation
level. The nation at large would, on the supposed
system, have to decide how its numbers and wants